
 

The Tomahawk 
Official Newsletter of the 23rd Infantry Regiment Association 

A View From the TOC 
“We all come back to be a Tomahawk.”  

--CSM Chuck Main  

We believe that our service in the regiment never leaves us. 
Since our inception in 2013, the Tomahawk Regimental Association has worked to establish a 
bond between Tomahawk veterans and those soldiers in our active duty battalions to honor the 
proud lineage of the 23rd Infantry. Our membership continues to grow.  But we need your help.  
We’ll find a place for you, a mission. Spread the word. Every member counts, so connect with 
those old battle buddies and comrades in arms. Take a look at what we’re doing, 
support where you can, and help us help you. Continued on 2 

News/ Events 
Learn about our upcoming 
activities  

Pages 2-3 

Chipyong-ni  
This year’s commemoration 
of the battle 

Page 4 

Battalions 
Hear the latest news from 
1/23, 2/23, and 4/23. 

Pages 5-7 

Association 
Update 

Issue # 1, 2015 



; 

 

The Tomahawk Issue # 1, 2015 

2 

Tomahawks, 

As we start our second full year of existence in 2015, I 
am pleased to say that I am proud to be a part of this 
organization and look forward to my continued 
membership.  As I reflect back on my days in the 
Tomahawk Battalions (8 years in 1st Battalion and 1 year 
in 2nd Battalion), I remember some of the things that our 
Korean War Veterans of the Regiment had done for our 
Soldiers during the Holiday Season, and I am proud to 
be a part of something that will continue on this 
tradition.  

As some of you may or may not know, the 23rd Infantry 
Regiment Tomahawk Association handed out seven 
hundred dollars in commissary gift cards prior to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday to fourteen deserving Soldiers in 
all three of the Regiments battalions (1st and 4th 
Battalions at Joint Base Lewis-McChord and 2nd Battalion 

at Fort Carson).  This is just the beginning though.  This year we 
plan to work with the Battalion CSMs to figure out a way to help 
them recognize those who win their organizations NCOs and 
Soldiers of the Quarter/Year boards.  The Association is also 
working on a solution to help commanders identify nominees to be 
recognized as Distinguished Members of the Regiment.  These are 
prior Soldiers of the Regiment recognized for their 
accomplishments within the Regiment or as a distinguished 
member of the civilian community who formerly served in the 
Regiment. 

I would also like to remind everyone that we will be holding our 
First Annual Membership Meeting on the afternoon of 19 February 
in the 1st Battalion Conference Room at Joint Base Lewis-McChord.  
We hope that you are all able to attend, and look forward to seeing 
you.  Lastly, I hope that all of you and your families had a great and 

wonderful Holiday Season, and that 2015 
will be a great year for you.   

John E. Blue 

Vice President 

A Message from the 
Association Vice President 

EVENTS 
Key Dates  

19 FEB 2015:  

Chipyong-ni Ceremony 

Annual Membership Meeting 

28 FEB 2015:  

Deadline (Annual Membership) 

John Blue, the Associations Vice President, 
giving out commissary gift and Thanksgiving 
cards to Soldiers in 1st Battalion. The Association 
made gifts this year from gift cards to tomahawks 
at the 4-23 Winter Social. 
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Membership in the Association 
expanded in 2014, growing to 69 regular 
and 53 lifetime members. Our community 
outreach, through our website and social 
media, brought in new members and 
helped spread the word. Last year alone, 
we added 672 likes on Facebook. 

To accommodate those seeking to 
renew their annual memberships, 
especially those that joined in 2013 and 
2014, we’ve extended the deadline. That 
new deadline is February 28, 2015. 

Anyone seeking to apply for or renew 
their membership can do so through our 
website: 
www.23rdinfantryregimenttomahawkasso
ciation.org 

  

 (Cont.) 

Membership Notes 

Association Business  

The 23rd Infantry Regiment, Korean War 
Branch, will have their 41st reunion at Pueblo, 
Colorado during September 1-5, 2015.  They 
have graciously invited our members to attend 
their reunion.   Please attend to share and 
preserve our Regiment's enduring history and 
traditions. 

Reunions 

The current financial status of the 
Association is healthy. The Treasurer 
reports that we have $1,837.29 in our bank 
account, with another $5,716.59, in our 
PayPal account, where we collect the 
majority of our dues. 

Donations to the Association this past 
year have totaled around $701. 

Financial Reports 

The annual membership meeting for the 
association will be conducted following the 
Chipyong-ni ceremony and reception, in the 
1st Battalion conference room, on February 
19th, 2015 at 1500 hours. 

During the meeting, we will elect officers to 
the Board for the coming year, approve our 
annual budget, and discuss our objectives for 
2015 in membership, outreach, and community 
recognition. 

Anyone who wishes to review past 
meetings’ minutes and agendas, or examine 
the Association’s founding documents to get a 
better understanding of what happens at the 
annual meeting and what offices we need to 
elect, can do so at the website: 
www.23rdinfantryregimenttomahawkassociati
on.org 

Annual Meeting 
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Chipyong-ni  

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD, Wash. – Sixty-three years 
after the Battle of Chipyong-ni, Tomahawks both young and 
old gathered at the regimental memorial stone beside 1st 
Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 3-2 Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team, 7th Infantry division, headquarters at Joint 

Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., Feb. 27 to commemorate the victory and honor their fallen comrades.  
 
The Battle of Chipyong-ni, was decisive. Even though the Chinese People's Volunteer Army sent the 
entirety of three divisions to encircle and destroy Chipyong-ni, at the end of three days of fighting, the 
Tomahawks had successfully turned back the Chinese. Victory came at a high price. U.S. forces suffered 52 
killed, 310 wounded, and 42 missing while it was estimated that 2,000 Chinese were killed and another 
3,000 wounded. Chuck Main, the regiment's honorary command sergeant major, from Lacey, Wash., was 
one of three former soldiers present at the ceremony who fought at the battle of Chipyong-ni. The other two 
included Jim Steinthal, the honorary sergeant major for 1st Battalion, 37th Field Artillery Regiment, and 
Raymond James, from Milton, Wash., who served as a medical staff sergeant with 1-23 Inf. during the battle 
at Chipyong-ni.  
 
Main and James met for the first time at this year's ceremony. Both were involved in the battle but hadn’t 
met up to this point. However, that did not stop the two of them from bonding almost right away. "I can talk 
to him because he knows what I went through and I know what he went through," Main said. James, who 
had never attended the annual ceremony before, said it felt good to be around so many fellow Tomahawks 
again. 
 
"If you ever serve with a unit like the 23rd Infantry, your friends and buddies become your family," James 
said. "And no matter where you serve after that, you'll always remember that unit; especially if you go to 
war with them." 

 
 

Last Year’s Ceremony  
Original Story by 3-2 SBCT PAO, 

SSG Christopher McCullough 

This year’s ceremony will be held on 19 February at 1300 hours at the Chipyong-ni 
Memorial Stone, outside of 1st Battalion’s headquarters on Fort Lewis. Following the 
ceremony, the Association will host a reception in the battalion conference room.  
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Battalion Corner 
Reports from the Field 

For 30 days, in September and October of 2013, 1-23 Infantry conducted platoon collective 
training at the Yakima Training Center. Their focus was decisive action, the simultaneous 
execution of offense, defense, and stability operations. Small arms ranges, team live fire, 
squad live fire, platoon situational training exercises, an echelonment of fires exercise, all 
culminated with a platoon combined arms live fire exercise. In 2014, the battalion deployed to 
the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, CA to certify our formation for the Regional 
Alignment of Forces mission to the Pacific Theater and the Army Contingency Force mission. 
While there, the Tomahawks conducted company level collective training and represented 
our lineage well by being extremely lethal against the enemy while at the same time 
executing the safest rotation in the last 18 months. Again in June, 1-23 Infantry returned to 
the Mojave for a second NTC rotation before returning to Fort Lewis to resume our mission. 
We stand ready at a moment's notice to support the Pacific Theater of Operations as well as 
provide forces across the globe as part of the Army Contingency Force.  

Tomahawks - We Serve! 

1st Battalion 

Soldiers from 1-23 volunteered service at Point Defiance 
Park in August. 

Strykers from Apache Company, 1-23 during collective 
training exercises at Yakima. 
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Battalion Corner 
Reports from the Field 

After two combat deployments to Iraq, during the vaunted 2007 Surge and The Final 
Patrol, and a tour in Afghanistan in 2013, the 4-2 Stryker Combat Brigade deactivated 
on 14 March of this year. 2-23 Infantry cased its colors at Fort Lewis, only to activate 
as part of 1st SBCT, 4th Infantry Division in June at Fort Carson, Colorado. As part of 
a newly constituted brigade, the battalion is standing up by receiving both personnel 
and equipment, establishing systems on their footprint on post, and entering into 
individual training such as combat lifesaver training and OPNET for fielding the 
Stryker. As of December, the Battalion had entered into collective training at the 
squad and platoon level with both field exercises and live fires. The regiment looks 
forward to this exciting new chapter for 2nd Battalion on the Mountain Post with the Ivy 
Division.  

Tomahawks - We Serve! 

2nd Battalion 

LTC Tom Feltey cases the battalion 
colors in Afghanistan in July 2013 

Crazyhorse Company, 2-23, during Squad live fires at Ft. 
Carson, November 2014 
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Battalion Corner 
Reports from the Field 4th Battalion 

In July 2013, 4-23 Infantry sent a training contingent to Singapore, conducted EIB training 
and testing, leading the way with 45 soldiers earning the coveted badge, the most of any 
battalion in the brigade, and honed their small arms skills and stressed their systems by 
convoying down to Camp Rilea in Oregon. Last spring, the battalion conducted squad 
through company level collective training exercises at the Yakima Training Center. And 
in June, 4-23 Infantry returned to the Mojave for a rotation at the National Training Center 
before returning to Fort Lewis. There, the battalion supported a combined training 
exercise with the Japanese Ground Self Defense Force, Operation Rising Thunder. It also 
supported the 201st Battlefield Surveillance Brigade in November during its capstone 
exercise at the SATSOP Nuclear Facility, Operation Gryphon Longsword, before hosting 
its Winter Social. The battalion is certified and ready at a moment's notice to deploy in full 
spectrum operations worldwide as part of the Army Contingency Force.  

Infantrymen from 4-23, during training at the SATSOP Nuclear 
Facility, November 2014 

Cherokee Company, 4-23, during their NTC 
rotation, June 2014 
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In Memoriam 
COL Perry A. Sager 

As a company commander in February 1951, Captain 
Perry Sager earned a Silver Star during the battle of 
Chipyong-ni. Often referred to as the “Gettysburg of 
Korea,” another of Captain Sager’s men earned the 
Congressional Medal of Honor during the famous 
defensive action, posthumously. Captain Sager went to 
Korea with the 23rd Regiment of the 2nd Infantry division 
as a 1st Lieutenant and returned a Major.  

Perry A. Sager, Colonel passed away peacefully, August 3, 
2014, in Lakewood, WA.  He was 96. Born in Williamsburg 
VA on April 20, 1918, Perry Sager joined the Virginia 
National Guard and was  eventually selected to go to 

Officer Candidate School (OCS). He graduated a Second Lieutenant in 1941 was sent to 
Europe in 1943. During WWII, Lieutenant Sager was part of the Normandy Invasion, 
going in on D plus 3.  

After Korea, Major Sager and his family served in Germany, as the G-2 in the Panama 
Canal Zone, as the Inspector General (IG) of Ft. Buchanan in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 
with 6th Army HQ at the Presidio in San Francisco. Retiring from Ft. Lewis in 1972 after 
36 years of service, Colonel Sager began his new career, as a Real Estate agent in Gig 
Harbor.  

Colonel Sager will be honored and laid to rest during a full military funeral with honors at 
Tahoma National Cemetery August 8, 2014 at 11:00 am.  

Colonel Sager’s awards include the Silver Star with two Oak Leaf Clusters, with Five 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster, Legion of Merit, American 
Defense Service Medal, and Meritorious Service Medal. He also had the Presidential 
Unit Citation from the Korean War. 



 

 

 

Note from the Editor 
This is the first edition of our Association’s 

newsletter, and as such, I expect that many of you 
will find yourselves asking questions like, “Where 
can I find out more about reunion events?” and 
“How do I find old battle buddies?” Maybe you 
have a remembrance you’d like to contribute, a 
historical report about our regiment, or an open 
letter you’d like to have published. 

If so, I encourage you to send a letter to the 
editor at editor23dira@gmail.com. Remember, this 
is your outfit, so sound off if there are changes you 
want to see in upcoming editions. I’ll be standing 
by. 

 

Respectfully, 

The Editor 

The Tomahawk 
P.O. Box 33580 

JBLM, WA 98433 

www.23rdinfantryregimenttomahawkassociation.org 
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